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1) What are keystone species and how do they play a dynamic and essential role in the environment. How would the ecosystem suffer if these species were removed? Explain why after removing a keystone  species  from the ecosystem, a new species would not simply “fill” the shoes left behind by the flying fox?
2) Explain how differences in physical structure and properties of ecotones create locally unique environments that vary from the typically conditions found in either adjacent ecosystem type. Provide a real world example to help illustrate your explanation.

3) Why are amphibians considered indicator species? Explain why so many amphibians are disappearing across the globe. Do you agree or disagree with the idea that human activities are the primary reason for the decline of amphibians, provided evidence from the text to support your answer.

4) How is the interaction of human civilization and the natural habitat of the alligator being negatively affected. Explain the niche of the alligator in its native habitat and how its role in the environment has changed over time. Use details from the text to support your answer.
5) Describe the various types of symbiotic relationships and provide specific examples for each.
6) Explain the difference between primary and secondary succession.  In primary succession, explain the progression of species overtime in the environment, incorporating the specific vocabulary involved in each step.  Explain how one community of species prepares the location for the next community of species. 

7) Explain how succession of plant communities affects the type of animal life that is present in an ecosystem.  Using your prior knowledge and any information you obtain off of the internet to explain why each group of animal species is best suited for each stage of succession. 

8) What two factors determine the number of different species found on an island?  Why is the species diversity of a large island usually higher than that on a smaller island?

9) What is the precautionary principle, and why do many scientists find it a useful strategy for dealing with some of the environmental problems we face today. 

